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When he felt dirty or hot, he swam 1n
the forest pools. When he wanted honey
(Baloo, the shaggy brown bear, had told
him that honey and nuts were just as
pleasant to eat as raw meat), he climbed
up trees for it. And Bagheera, the black
panther, showed him how to do that.

Bagheera would lie on a branch and

call, ‘Come along, little brother. At first, .
Mowgli would cling like a sloth. But >
afterwards, he could fling himself through
the branches almost as boldly as any %

grey ape.
Mowgli took his place at the Council
Rock, too, when the pack of wolves met.

There, he discovered that if he stared hard
at any wolf, the wolf would be forced to

drop his eyes. So he used to stare for fun.
At other times, he would pick the long
thorns out of the pads of his friends, for
wolves suffer terribly from thorns and
burrs in their coats.

He would go down the hillside into the cultivated lands by

night, and look very curiously at the villagers in their huts. But

he did not trust men. That was because Bagheera had shown

him a square box with a drop-gate so cleverly hidden in
the jungle that he nearly walked into it once. Bagheera

Id him that it was a trap.

From The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
(Adapted)
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