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.- The Boy With a Catapult
i Bodh Raj aimed again. The kite left the rafter and spreading its wings, flew in a semicircle

and alighted on a beam. The chicks continued to scream.

Bodh Raj handed me the catapult and some pebbles from his pocket.

“Aim at the kite. Go on hitting it. Don't let it sit down,” he instructed. Then, he

ran and pulled up a table standing against the wall to the middle of the
* room.

| didn't know how to use the catapult. | tried once, but the kite had left
. the beam and flown to another.

Bodh Raj brought the table right under the mynah’s nest. Then,
g he picked up a broken chair and placed it on the table. He

climbed on the chair, gently lifted the nest and slowly
stepped down.

. “Let's get out of here,” he said, and ran towards the
door. | followed. We went into the garage. It had
only one door and a small window in the back

wall.
“The kite can't get in here,” he said, and
climbing on to a box, placed the nest on a
beam. The mynah's young had quietened
down. Standing on the box, Bodh Raj
peeped into the nest. | thought he
would pick them both up and put
them in his pocket, as he usually
did. But after looking at them
for a long time he said, “Bring
some water, the chicks are
thirsty. We'll put it, drop

by drop, into their
mouths.”

| brought a
glass of water.
Both the chicks,
beaks open,
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The Thieves Who Couldn't Help Sneezing

Towards this he made his way, and presently found himself in front of a large mansion. All
was silent; but the door stood wide open, it being from thiz door that the light shone which
had attracted him.

On entering he found himself in a vast apartment arranged as a dining-hall, and
brilliantly illuminated. What drew his attention most was the large table in the midst of the

hall, upon which was spread a sumptuous supper, as yet untouched. Chairs were placed

around, and it appeared as if something had occurred to interrupt the meal just at the
time when all were ready to begin.

He was about to enter the house when he heard hasty footsteps in the porch and the

words, “Be quick!” uttered in the deep voice which had reached him when he was

dragged from the horse. There was only just time for him to dart under the table before
entere: i;_\ipg-hull. Peeping from beneath the hanging edges of the
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Chapter 2

door, and, by standing upon it, was 4.,
d all the snuff from the

~
OO0y

stool in front of the
s noiseless!ys poure
ith a few short puffs of breath, blew the .. -
his finger to the assemp o4

him. Hubert next placed a
o the top. He then, just @
and, W
e closet. He held vp

enough to reach
along the upper edge of the door,
through the chink into the interior of th
they might be silent.

“Dear me, what
s ” 1
' that?” said the old lady, after minut
€ or two had el
apsed. |

A suppressed
sneeze had come from
rom inside the
closet, :

Hubert held up his finger again

ge of th
o # € moment
place. “More snuff,” he e iy to gent| ide the bolt of th
i e closet door into ifs

gi
ec
exclaimed Sir Simon, the o cu
all
kny

cal










































Chapter 3

* Use each letter only once.
* Use the letter in the central box in each word.

* Try making at least one word using all nine letfers.

IO Navigating Grammar

I Anchor

A phrase is a group of words that makes complete sense onl

Y when it is part of
sentence. It does not contain a finite verb (a verb with a subj X 5

ect).

There are three types of phrases: noun i
: Phrases, adjective phrase
The table below gives You more information about each t):ae e v i

d

Adijective phr it The girl in the blue skirt is my sister
phrase  Does the work of an The girl Y \
adjective girl wore an anklet made of

= - silver,
M . the work of an adverb The sweeper sweeps the

h in th
morning. ouse in the





















The Ingenious Scientist

watched the process by which the millstones were made to revolve and crush the grain that
was put into the hoppers.

After gaining o thorough knowledge of its construction, he was observed to be unusually
busy with his tools. He had constructed o model of the windmill. Every part of the mill and
its machinery was complete. Its little sails were neatly made of linen and whirled round

very swiftly when the mill was placed in o draught of air, Even a puff of wind from lsaac’s
mouth or from a pair of bellows was

ol Ve

sufficient 1o set the sails in motion. And what was most

curious, if a handful of grains of wheat were put into the little hopper, they would soon be
converted into snow-white flour,

Isaac’s playmates were
enchanted with his new
windmill,

“But, Isaac,” said one of
them, “you have forgotten

one thing that belongs to
a mill"

“What is that?” asked
Isaac, for he supposed
that, from the roof of the
mill to its foundation, he

had forgotten nothing.

“Why, where is the miller?”
said his friend.

“That is true. | must look out
for one,” said Isaac. He might
easily have made the miniature
figure of a man; but then, it

~ would not have been able to
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been caught in the trap, and as no other

just
It so happened, however, that a mouse had ju portant office. The new miller

. im
miller could be found, Mr. Mouse was appointed fo )
1 made a very respectable appearance in his dark grey C_°° R & portion o
good character for honesty, and was suspected of sometimes stealing

grain, which was given to him to grind.

t. To be sure, he had not a very

f the

i ; ed in thought or
As lsaac grew older, all day long, if left to himself, he was either absorb Jj

engaged in some book of mathematics or natural philosophy.
curiosity at the stars and wondered whether they were worlds like ourvownp'
was their distance from the earth, and what the power that kept them in their courses was

At night, he looked up with

and how great

When Isaac was fourteen years old, his mother :
(her second husband now dead) wished her Let’s stop to think
son to leave school and assist her in managing
the farm at Woolsthorpe. For a year or two,
therefore, he tried fo turn his attention to
farming. But his mind was so bent on becoming a
scholar that his mother sent him back to school, the miller?
and afterwards to the University of Cambridge.

How did Newton gather informatic
the wind?
What do you know about the character of

You remember, | suppose, the story of an apple falling on his head, and thus leading him
to discover the force of gravitation, which keeps the heavenly bodies in their courses.
When he had once got hold of this idea, he never permitted his mind to rest until he had
searched out all the laws by which the planets are guided through the sky. This he did as
thoroughly as if he had gone up among the stars and tracked them in their orbits.

While making these researches, he was accustomed to spend ni

tower, gazing at the heavenly bodies through a telescope.
the things of this world.

ght after night in o lofty
His mind was lifted far above

Newton lived to be a very old man and acquired
of Parliament and received the honour of knighth,
earthly fame and honour and felt no pride

great renown. He was made a Member
I ood from the King. But he cared little for
n the vastness of his knowledge. All that he

. an invisible force of aftraction between two objects
m familiar with; in the habit of something

nto a
man by the British monarch in recognition of his


















Chapter 4

by T ibrary.
| 7. When the weather wasn't fine, he would sit in his little li Y

8. The matter appears to be important.

l  sail Away

Fill in the blanks to make the type of sentence indicated in parentheses

. (complex)
1. I lay down for a nap ‘
2. The captain of the team — - (simple)
3. He did not come on time ___. (compound)
4. | left the house . (complex)
S. My mother knows _____. (simple)
&, She looked at the message _. (compound)
T | was disappointed _. (compound)
8. You should leok for another notebook __. (complex)

% Listen Up!

Listen to the audio recording and choose the correct answer.

; 4 What was Newton's dog called?

What did the manuscript papers contain?

__Newton threw them accidentally inge the fireplace















































































